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SHORT but FuLL 
DEFENCE, Ge. 


Goop PxzoPLE, . . 
XS a Friend to Truth, as a Friend to Li- 
A berty, as a Friend to my dear Country, 
I have taken my Pen in my Hand, to preſcribe for 
you, in your preſent diſordered Condition, to 
cool your Blood, which ſeems to be in the higheſt 
Ferment, and to quiet your Minds, which I ſee are 
in the moſt diſtracted State. But I beſeech you 
to be calm till you hear me, to let Reaſon ſteer 
you, and to moderate your Paſſions, without 
which, it is impoſſible for you to judge wich 
Candour, or to draw any juſt Concluſions, 

The Great and good Man, againſt whom your 
Reſentment is pointed, ſet out in the World, as 
you all know, with the moſt unblemiſhed Cha- 
rafter. In ſhort he was then, what he ſtill is, 
and will certainly die, a plain honeſt Country 
Gentleman, ſocial, affable, good-natured to his 
Friends, and mild even to his Enemies. He was 
a ſteady Patriot before he got into high Employ- 
ments—And I will convince you, that he has 
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never deviated in the {ſmalleſt Inſtance from the 


Principles upon which he firſt ſet out—He has 


always travelled in the high Road of Honeſty, 

and not like a Foxhunter, or gallant Sportſman, 

* his Game to the Detriment of his Neigh- 
urs, or Fellow Subjects. —Nay, he would 


chuſe to alight, or even to be thrown out, rather 
than commit the leaſt Treſpaſs on the Property or 
Eſtate of any Man.—Look, I beſeech you, into 


his whole Life and Converſation in the Zenith 
of his Power, was not Juſtice ever predominant 
in his Mind? A RE 
Virtus optima nobilitas was a Sentence always up- 
permoſt in his Thoughts: But to ſee Nobility graced 


with Virtue, istruly a moſt glorious Sight. Jobbing 


you all know is a ſhocking Thing, no Man can be 


fafe in his Life or Property, where ſuch Practices 


are encouraged. —Was there ever any Thing of 
this Kind in his Adminiſtration ?— No. 


Sh fs were never appointed to pack 


j s for wicked Purpoſes——F——ns were 
ree—the Laws had an uninterrupted Courſe— 
and all Men were exempt from Oppreſſion. I 
could mention a thouſand Inſtances, if it was ne- 
ceflary, that would prove to a Demonſtration, 


that his Soul was always pure—That he never 


countenanced a bad Man—Nay, that he always 
diſcountenanced every Meaſure that was ſubver- 
ſive of either private Property, or publick Li- 
berty—But to look till nearer into the worthy 


Heart of this good Patriot, view his Conduct in 


the County where his Habitation and his Place of 
Reſidence is—Conſider his upright Behaviour in 
JV taking 


y i; 
ö i * 
* 
— 
** 


ed 


GO VU 


* 


W m ks | w „ 


n 
taking Care that Juſtice was Equally diſpenſed to 


1 all Ranks and Orders of People, without Regard 
to, who was for, or who againſt him The 


G——]J——s compoled of the beſt Men, in 
Reſpect to both Character, and Fortune No 
Money raiſed that was not abſolutely Neceſſary— 
And what was raiſed, always fairly and honour- 
ably expended for the general Utility? And con- 
ſider at the ſame Time, the worthy Perſonages 


* who were appointed by this good Man to act 
under him, in the Direction of the Affairs of 


this Country —as the Mild ET 
the iS and ſome others, 
who are an Honour to human Nature 


| the Protectors of the Orphan, the Widow—and 


the Poor in general. . Not like ſome little Ty- 
rants, who live and grow rich by Rapine and 
Plunder, and making the wretched ſtill more ſo— 
and the Picture will afford Joy to every Man of 


Honour and Juſtice, whoſe Mind muſt of Courſe 


be delighted with the Contemplation of virtuous 


Deeds. | 


But it is ſaid, he broke Faith with the Perſons 
that always ſupported him. — That hc treache- 


rouſly betrayed them, and in the Bargain he 


made, only took care of himſolf.— This at firſt 
View ſeems indeed a heavy Charge, but when 


examined thoroughly, muſt immediately vaniſh— 


for in the firſt Place we will conſider — (Pray, 
good People, attend cloſe to what I am about to 

890 what the Agreement was It is ſaid on one 
Side, that it ſtood thus, —. oy. 
We have beenhitherto united together, to prevent 
Power getting into Hands we do not like: We 
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have giv en the moſt ſacred Aſſurances to each other 


never to make Peace, nor even to Treat, without 
te Conſent and Approbation of all the contracting 


Partien. Me have fought many Battles with 
Succeſs—and in Order to Crown our Endeavours 
with compleat Victory, we engage firmly to ſtand 
our Ground, To this, it is ſaid, they all aſſented 
with Deprecations of the moſt horrid kind on 
the Perſon who firit infringed this folemn Cove- 
nant, 

But in Anſwer to all this—I here aſk, where 
is the Treaty itſelf? Let it be produced, and then 


_ weſhall be able to Judge of the Contents—Every 


Body knows that a ſingle Word may make a 


material Variation—and why are we to take every 


Thing for granted that is alledged with Effron- 


tery by no Means—Proofs are neceſſary—when 


we have them laid fairly before us, then the World 
may form a right Judgment—but not before— 


But to put this Matter in the ſtrongeſt Light 


againſt . this great Man, we will ſuppoſe, nay, 
take it for granted, that what is abovementioned, 
was the literal Agreement— and on that Footin 
I ſhall proceed to demonſtate that he did nothing 
but what a good Patriot, and a wiſe Man, moſt 
certainly ought to have done; and this will appear 
from conſidering in the firſt Place, how the great- 
eſt Potcntates have and conſtantly do Act in ſin- 
gular Circumſtances—and that even where the 
contracting Parties engage never to make Peace, 
till they have attained all the Ends of their firſt 
entring into Hoſtilities. 3 
It is well known to all who are verſed in 


Treaty Buſineſs, that though great Powers con- 


tract in general Terms; yet that a change of Situ- 


ation 
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ation, an Alteration of Circumſtances may 'make 
it neceſſary for ſome of the Parties to Relax a lit- 
Z tle from the ſtrict Letter, and to lay hold of fa- 
vourable Events, either to adhere to, or to give up 


their Allies. For P s ſeldom enter into En- 
gagements from meer Motives of. Generofity— 
Ji Intereſt governs Mankind, and therefore 
when Intereſt is the Motive that engages Princes 
to ſtand by each other: when that Tye is removed, 
and they find it their Intereſt to Deſert each other; 
7 ſurely they are juſtified in the doing ſo: For 
take away the Cauſe, and we all know the Effe&t - 
muſt naturally ceaſe. CV 
Z What Foundation therefore is there for lay- 
ing the leaſt Cenſure on this Gentleman, for only 
ſollowing the Example of the moſt illuſtrious 
earthly Potentates. But his Conduct is ſtill more 
to be approved of for tho? he might have made a 
Peace without letting his Allies into any Advan- 
tageous Terms, he took Care to ſtipulate for 
many of them, particularly for reſtoring the 
Noiſieſt of them to a compact ſnug Territory, 
which he before enjoyed - and that only on two 
Contingencies which probably might come to paſs 
Zin the ſhort Space of about five or ſix Years— 
and for another he had procured very beneficial 
and honourable Terms to commence Iaſtanter 
and if theſe two Allies. are not contented, whoſe 
fault is it, I pray !—moſt certainly he might have 
been juſtified upon all the Precedents Gund in 
modern Hiſtory, if he had concluded a Peace 
without taking the leaſt Notice of them—and 
therefore his Generoſity ſhould rather be the 
Subject of Panegyrick, than of Blame and Ca- 
lumny—Recollect therefore cooly, all ye good 
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people, what has been ſaid, and you will (in- 


ſtead of Groaning, which 5 let me tell you, is a 
mighty indecent Practice in a civilized Nation 

with loudeſt Notes of * Acclamation, Eccho forth 

the Name of B—e- S$—r— Sh—n to 
the very Skies. . 
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There is one Thing I forgot to Mention, which 


is, that it is abſolutely neceſlary in all free States, 


that Pr ſhould not continue too long in the 
Hands of any Subject. This J grant he did not 
perceive or think of as ſoon as he ought — but 


as ſoon as he did think of it, from a meer Spirit 


of Patriotiſm and a Love to the Conſtitution of 
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Under this Stone 
Lies L—d S——one 
na ulla ulla goone ulla ulla ulla goone 


Let all wes honeſt People Groa—n—Growmnec 


Gro a- ne 
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